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America’s Treasures and Preserve 
America for the first time. 

Nearly 10 years ago, I helped create 
Save America’s Treasures to preserve 
and promote historic sites and arti-
facts across our country. On February 
2, 1998, President Clinton established 
Save America’s Treasures by Executive 
Order 13072. Save America’s Treasures 
was originally founded as the center-
piece of the White House National Mil-
lennium Commemoration and as a pub-
lic-private partnership that included 
the White House, the National Park 
Service, and the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. 

Save America’s Treasures was envi-
sioned as a 2-year commemorative 
project that would illuminate the prob-
lem of our neglected heritage and in-
spire Americans to help save the im-
portant treasures in their own commu-
nities. Almost 10 years later and Save 
America’s Treasures is still going 
strong. This model public-private part-
nership has provided critical support of 
bricks and mortar preservation 
projects in every State and territory. 
These sites include such icons as the 
Star Spangled Banner, the Old North 
Church, Mesa Verde, Valley Forge and 
the last remaining architectural model 
of the World Trade Center. The list 
also includes the Founding Father’s 
Papers, the Acoma Pueblo, President 
Lincoln’s Cottage, and the Sewall Bel-
mont House. 

To help ensure that future genera-
tions will have an opportunity to expe-
rience our past and understand our 
identity as a community and as a na-
tion, Save America’s Treasure’s has 
educated the public on preservation 
problems facing the buildings, sites, 
monuments, objects and documents 
that represent America’s diverse cul-
tural legacy, and it has supported pres-
ervation of historic collections and 
properties. 

The program also supports and ad-
vances the purposes and policies of the 
national historic preservation program 
set forth by the Congress in the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 
1966. 

The President and First Lady Bush 
have continued to keep the historic 
preservation effort alive in America. 
President Bush announced the Preserve 
America initiative through Executive 
Order 13287 on March 3, 2003 to promote 
the preservation of America’s heritage 
by actively advancing the protection, 
enhancement, and contemporary use of 
the historic properties. 

Through the Preserve America initia-
tive, Americans gain greater knowl-
edge about our Nation’s past, strength-
ened regional identities, increased 
local participation in preserving the 
country’s cultural and natural heritage 
assets, and support for the economic 
vitality of our communities. 

The legislation that Senator DOMEN-
ICI and I have introduced will formally 
authorize Preserve America and Save 
America’s Treasures. Both of these pro-
grams have relied solely on the will of 

the appropriations process and lack the 
long-term viability provided by formal 
authorization. Both programs have 
demonstrated significant on-the- 
ground-results and are clearly worthy 
of authorized legislation to institu-
tionalize them for future generations. 

Our legislation will authorize a com-
petitive Save America’s Treasures 
grant program within the National 
Park Service in partnership with the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the 
National Endowment for the Human-
ities, the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services, and the President’s 
Committee on the Arts and the Hu-
manities. 

It will also authorize a competitive 
Preserve America grant program with-
in the Department of the Interior in 
cooperation with the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation and other 
Federal agencies. 

I am proud to be an original cospon-
sor of this legislation that will help en-
sure that future generations will have 
an opportunity to experience our past 
and understand the identity of our Na-
tion. I thank Senator DOMENICI for his 
leadership, and I hope my colleagues 
will join with me in approving the Pre-
serve America and Save America’s 
Treasures Act.∑ 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 360—OFFER-
ING CONDOLENCES REGARDING 
THE TRAGIC FIRE IN OCEAN 
ISLE BEACH, NORTH CAROLINA, 
WHICH KILLED 6 UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA STUDENTS 
AND 1 STUDENT FROM CLEMSON 
UNIVERSITY ON OCTOBER 28, 
2007. 

Mr. DEMINT (for himself and Mr. 
GRAHAM) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 360 
Resolved, That the Senate offers its heart-

felt condolences to the victims and their 
families regarding the tragic fire on October 
28, 2007, in Ocean Isle Beach, North Carolina, 
which killed 6 University of South Carolina 
students and 1 student from Clemson Univer-
sity, and to the students, faculty, adminis-
tration, and staff and their families who 
have been deeply affected by these tragic 
events. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3490. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 294, to reauthorize Amtrak, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 3490. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 294, to reauthorize 
Amtrak, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place add the following: 
SEC. 224. PROHIBITION OF FEDERAL SUBSIDIES 

FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGE SERVICE. 
Federal funds may not be used by the Na-

tional Railroad Passenger Corporation to 
subsidize food and beverage service on Am-
trak trains until Amtrak is in compliance 
with section 24305(c)(4) of title 49, United 
States Code. 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce that a hearing 
has been scheduled before the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

The hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2007, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on whether domestic 
energy industry will have the available 
workforce—crafts and professional—to 
meet our Nation’s growing energy 
needs and if gaps exist, what policies 
the Congress should take to address 
these gaps. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by email 
to rose-
marie_calabro@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Jonathan Epstein at (202) 228–3031 
or Rosemarie Calabro at (202) 224–5039. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that an oversight hearing has been 
scheduled before the Senate Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

The hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
November 13, 2007, at 2:30 p.m., in room 
SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The purpose of this oversight hearing 
is to receive testimony on The Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977: Policy Issues Thirty Years Later. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by e-mail 
to gina_weinstock@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Patty Beneke at 202–224–5451 or 
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224–5684. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, November 1, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. in 
room 628 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
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